I0                    Pope Pius XI
Before the Conclave there were the usual rumours as to
who might succeed: it seemed almost certain that it
would be an Italian since such a large majority of the
cardinals present were themselves Italians. On the other
hand, very few of that number could in any sense be
considered suitable to ascend the Papal Throne.
At first, the majority of people were in favour of
Cardinal Gasparri, himself the Secretary of State of Pope
Benedict XV. Others favoured Cardinal Merry del Val.
This Cardinal represented all that was die-hard in the
Vatican. He was the Secretary of State of Pius X, and he
was one of those least keen on an agreement with the
Italian State. It was true that as a Spaniard he bad little
hope of success, but he had a strong following and he
received many votes at the start of the election*
It is, however, curious how many people looked to
Cardinal Ratti as a possible candidate. He had distin-
guished himself in the Church in many ways, but he had
only been a cardinal for less than a year. It is of interest
that when he received his Cardinal's Hat he was a guest in
Rome of the English Cardinal Gasquet,
Nobody knows what went on in the Conclave, but we
do know that there were fourteen ballots, which took
place behind locked doors in the Sistine Chapel Each
cardinal had his seat with the scarlet baldachino overhead.
After each ballot the papers were burned in the famous
fireplace with its great chimney: the ballot papers mixed
with damp straw make a black smoke, and for each in-
conclusive ballot a thin streak is seen to come from that
well-known chimney. On the fourteenth occasion the
smoke was white: a Pope had been elected.
We hear from Cardinal Mercier how the baldachinas